Policy: Radiation Spillages | (p

RADIATION SPILLAGES
KEY POINTS

Handle radioactive material with great care
If a possible radioactive spill occurs, follow the procedure outlined below

INTRODUCTION

Radioactive material in the hospital is handled with great care by expert staff who follow detailed
rules to ensure safety. Radiosotopes may be administered to patients for diagnostic or therapeutic
purposes.

Inpatients having radioisotopes return to the ward with a radiation protection form from the
Nuclear Medicine department. This should be filed in the patient's notes.

SPILLAGES
Radioisotopes are usually handled by a member of the nuclear medicine team. If a spillage occurs
(eg a syringe is dropped on a ward),

OR

In the extremely rare case that such a patient should vomit or urinate in a uncontrolled way
particularly while moving between the Radiotherapy or Nuclear Medicine Department and a ward
or other area, it is possible that the urine or vomit may be radioactive and contamination could
occur.

If this possibility is suspected, the procedure is to to contact a Radiation Protection Supervisor or
one of the following:

e The registrar from the ward responsible for the patient

e A member of staff from the Nuclear Medicine Department

e A member of staff from the Radiotherapy Department

e A member of staff from the Medical Physics Department

e The senior nurse from the ward responsible for the patient
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Legal disclaimer. Care has been taken to confirm the accuracy of the information presented and to describe generally accepted practices. However, the author, is not responsible
for errors or omissions in these Guidelines and make no warranty, express or implied, with respect to the contents of the publication. We do not accept any liability whatsoever for
any loss or damage arising from applying, following or using any interpretation of information contained in this document.
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REFERENCES
The List of Wastes (England) Regulations 2005 No. 895.

The Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 2005 No. 894.

Hazardous Waste — Interpretation of the definition and classification of hazardous waste —
Technical Guidance WM2.

Issued by Infection Control Services Ltd. Publication Date: April 2007
For more policies and information visit: Page 2 of 2
www.infectioncontrolservices.co.uk Review Date: April 2009

K= +
7% cromwerr | thelondonclinicl
L. N TAL ”

g

HOSPI

University College London Hospitals VHS)|

S Trust

Barnet and Chase Farm Hospitals ‘

{s = KING EDWARD VII's HOSPITAL

Highgate SISTER AGNES
E —EL

‘ sy

INHS| ‘ North Middlesex University Hospita! &‘_I'._ﬁ}
Nt Trant

Parkside ‘HCAlnlernational“ = O/EVEftys -
Haospital | . .

Chelsea and Westminster Hospital

NHS Foundation Trust

Legal disclaimer. Care has been taken to confirm the accuracy of the information presented and to describe generally accepted practices. However, the author, is not responsible
for errors or omissions in these Guidelines and make no warranty, express or implied, with respect to the contents of the publication. We do not accept any liability whatsoever for
any loss or damage arising from applying, following or using any interpretation of information contained in this document.




